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Understanding 2017-18

PSAT 8/9 Results

A Case Study: Ima B. Student’s
PSAT 8/9 Score Report

Take alook at Ima B. Student’'s Sample Score Report below and on the
back. Use the corresponding information to help you interpret your
student's PSAT™ 8/9 Score Report.
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— What Are Ima's Scores?

Ima's Evidence-Based Reading and Writing
score is 460, and her Math score is 440. In
Evidence-Based Reading and Writing, Ima's
score exceeds the benchmark, and she is on
track for college readiness. In Math, Ima is
close to meeting the benchmark. Test scores,
cross-test scores, and subscores can give Ima
a better understanding of areas to work on.

What Are Ima’s Score Percentiles?
Because Imais in the ninth grade, the
percentiles compare her scores with those

of all ninth graders in the nation. Ima scored
as well or better than 59% of a nationally
representative group of ninth-grade students
in Evidence-Based Reading and Writing. In
Math, she scored as well or better than 49% of
a nationally representative group of freshmen.
Additional percentiles are available in Ima’s
online score report.

- How Will Ima Do on the SAT*?

The PSAT 8/9, PSAT/NMSQT® and SAT®are
scored on acommon scale. Therefore, if Ima
had taken the SAT instead of the PSAT 8/9 on
the same test date, she would have received
the same score. By the time Ima takes the SAT,
she will likely have had additional learning from
school and practice. Her PSAT 8/9 results can
help Ima focus her efforts in high school to be
better prepared for the SAT.

What Are Ima's Score Ranges?

Ima's score would likely vary if she took the test
repeatedly under the same conditions, even

if her skill level remained the same. Her score
reportindicates her estimated score ranges.



Y_our Scores_: Next Steps_
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Your score indicates that you are already likely able to:

Read a moderately challenging passage closely to draw a
reasonable inference

Determine the best textual evidence for an inference when both
evidence and inference are relatively obvious and direct (e g. a
clearly stated fact as evidence for a simple inference)

I Determine the central idea or theme of a moderately challenging
passage

ideas, or in apassage (€g.
effect, comparison-contrast, or sequential relationship)

| Determine a straightforward relationship between information,

Determine the main purpose or effect of an author's word choice in
amoderately challenging passage

Reading Test
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be found iny port.
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Improve your skills by focusing on the following suggestions:

When you are reading complex texts, look closely at the key
information and ideas, and then use them to help you determine the
central idea or theme the authors want to convey.

When you read, think about how a particular part of a text, such as a
sentence, relates to and furthers the purpose of the text as a whole.
Consider, for example, whether a certain detailllustrates a larger
idea or provides a fact in support of it

When reading complex texts, look for explict statements of
purpose; when those cannot be found (or when the real purpose
Seems to diverge from the stated purpose), use close reading

d such clues as word and phras emphasis,
and tone, to figure out an author's likely intent.

Writing and Language Test

Use supporting information to achieve a simple purpose (g,
providing a short ist of examples introduced by “for instance”)

tan obvi inverb tense
using present tense when the context clearly calls for past tense)

[
Distinguish between singular and plural possessive nouns and
between plural and posse

Appropriately punctuate items in a series (e.g. a three-item series of
nouns with accompanying adjectives)

I toset off a simple feg.a

phrase describing the person just named)

Create an expression or equation in one variable that models a
context

Use information about a directly proportional relationship to
describe the graph of the relationship

Solve problems that involve converting units within the same
measurement system

1 Solve simple problems involving percent
1 Solve simple problems using area and volume formulas

Create a inear expression or equation in two variables that models
acontext
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Math Test
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In drafting and revising, use vocabulary knowledge and an
understanding of particular contexts to make effective word and
phrase choices.

Inrevising, t
hen adject ing similar meaning
(eg. "fast" and "quick’) are used to describe the same thing

In drafting and revising, maintain a consistent style and tone yifthin
atext, revising language that is clearly too informal or formgtfor the
context.

In revising, experiment with various ways of combinin sentences
to achieve specific purposes, such as improving logic, clarity, or the
flow of ideas.

Find simple and compound probabilifiés.
Analyze scatterplot data to estimafe a line of best it

When solving geometric problgins, use properties about
g, vertical,

alternate interior, and alternéte exterior angles.

When solving systems of two linear equations, determine the most
equations are more efficient to solve by combination or elimination,
while others can bg/more efficiently solved by substitution or
graphing. Transfoyfn equations to solve when appropriate.

When solving £ system of linear equations in two variables, interpret
an ordered péir (x, ) as the solution.

Get more next steps online

— How Can Ima Improve Her Academic Skills?
Your Scores: Next Steps are based on her test scores,
and the general skills that similarly performing students
understand. Ima can see which skills she performed
well on and which she needs to improve. Ima can

sign in to the full report online to see additional skills
and improvement steps. (Note that she must be at
least 13 years old to do so.) Ima can also link her
account to Khan Academy® for personalized practice
recommendations.

What Are Ima's Next Steps?

Under Get more next steps online, Ima is directed to
studentscores.collegeboard.org to learn how to
prepare for the SAT with Khan Academy and use her
results to create a challenging coursework plan in
high school.
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